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Last year the Governing Body approved significant changes to the Downtown Improvement Program, also known as 
Policy Statement 47. The revisions are intended to simplify the incentive offerings, expand the scope of eligible projects 
and areas, and prioritize and support existing businesses. The basic program elements of the Downtown Improvement 
Program, include:

• One broad grant program to reimburse business and property owner’s actual costs for architectural services, 
construction costs, and/or materials for permanent exterior and interior building and property improvements.

• Examples of eligible improvements, include new signage, façade renovation, window and door replacement, 
parking lot resurfacing, landscaping, Fire and Building Code life/safety compliance, installation of permanent 
kitchen equipment, and new bathroom facilities.

• 50% of the total cost of the improvements up to $7,500 is reimbursable with a minimum grant award of $1,000.
• Properties must be located within the designated Downtown Improvement Program eligibility area (see map below).
• Each building/property is eligible to receive one grant every three years.
• On-going maintenance is not eligible.
• A minimum of six grants are available for the 2022 grant year.

The Community Development Department will begin accepting applications for the 2022 grant year on January 3, 2022 
for first-time applicants and previous recipients starting February 1, 2022. Applications should be submitted via email to 
planning@cityofshawnee.org. Visit cityofshawnee.org/business/downtown to review the complete Policy Statement 
47 revisions. For questions, contact Lauren Grashoff at (913) 742-6226 or at lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org.

Downtown Improvement Program

cityofshawnee.org/business/downtown

2022 Grant Application Dates
January 3, 2022 

First-Time Applicants 

February 1, 2022 
Previous Recipients

Shawnee Downtown Partnership

Chairperson
Steve Wise

Michelle Distler Mayor
Eric Jenkins Councilmember Ward 2
Kathy Peterson Planning Commission
Ann Smith-Tate Chamber of Commerce President
Nolan Sunderman City Manager
Eric Ely Economic Development Council Director
Carolyn Vivian Resident
Doug Allmon Community Development Director
Lauren Grashoff Neighborhood Planner
Jay Runfeldt Resident
Thomas Seberger Resident
Chelsea Harper Taxes Plus
Mike McVey Transport Brewery
Mitzi Ryburn State Farm Insurance
Kevin Tubbessing Stag Commercial
Carol Mundy Resident

The Shawnee Downtown Partnership exists for the purpose of aiding, promoting, and encouraging the enhancement 
of Downtown Shawnee. Members are downtown business owners, elected officials, and other community leaders 
who share an interest in the growth of downtown.



In an effort to encourage redevelopment in the established areas of the City, the Shawnee Governing Body has identified 
a portion of the city where certain types of new construction and improvements to residential, office, commercial and 
industrial structures may be eligible for a ten year property tax rebate. This incentive is available for improvements made 
after January 14, 2013 and before January 13, 2023.

If improvements made to the property increase the appraised value by at least $5,000, applicants may then qualify for 
a rebate of 90% of the eligible taxes paid on that increased value for ten years. The remaining 10% of the taxes will 
be placed in a special fund that the City will use to make improvements to the Neighborhood Revitalization (NRA) 
boundary area.

How It Works
• The NRA rebate applies only to the increased assessed value of a property, based on eligible improvements.
• After the project is complete and a Certificate of Occupancy is issued, the Johnson County Appraiser will reappraise 

the property and determine the increase in assessed value, known as the “increment”. The increment will remain the 
same throughout the life of the program, regardless of changes in the assessed value of the property.

• Rebate payments will begin once taxes have been paid for a full year on the increased value.
• Once the property owner pays their entire tax bill, a rebate check will be issued for 90% of the eligible property taxes 

paid on the increment value.
• Only the taxes attributed to the participating jurisdictions are eligible for the rebate.
• The rebate will run for 10 years.

Guidelines
• Property to be considered must be within the designated KNRA District (see map).
• Applications must be filed within 60 days of the issuance of a building permit for an eligible improvement.
• All improvements must conform to applicable City codes, the comprehensive plan, and any applicable design 

standards in effect at the time the building permit application is made.
• Construction of detached structures, decks, patios or general maintenance of a structure is not eligible.

Neighborhood Revitalization Tax Rebate Program
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Sn      w Squad
Following winter storms, there are many residents in 
our community who are unable to clear snow and ice 
off of their driveways and sidewalks. That’s when the 
Shawnee Snow Squad jumps into action!

If you own a snow shovel, snow blower, or snow plow 
and have a passion for serving in the community, 
volunteer to join our Snow Squad. Volunteers assist 
Shawnee residents that are physically unable to re-
move snow from their driveways and sidewalks.

Contact Volunteer Coordinator, Elizabeth Griffith, at 
742-6244 or egriffith@cityofshawnee.org to sign up!

Johnson Drive Traffic Calming
Flint Street to Goddard Street

Pilot Project: Winter 2021 - Spring 2022

Show You Care
Shovel Your Sidewalks

The pilot project includes modifying the signing and striping of 
Johnson Drive between Flint Street and Goddard Street to 3-lanes, 
with one through lane in each direction and a dedicated center turn 
lane. There are no changes to driveways, sidewalks, or curbs. On-
street parking additions have also been made.

We need your help - in order to maintain adequate traffic flow, please 
make sure that all deliveries are moved off of Johnson Drive in the 
restriped section. Additionally, keep an eye out for updates and user 
surveys by visiting cityofshawnee.org/johnsondrive. If you have 
comments, email them to JohnsonDrive@CityofShawnee.org.

   Project Goals:
• Reduce Traffic
• Increase walkability and safety
• Increase on-street parking
• Enhance business vitality
• Emphasize downtown as a 

destination
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